rrejace
from the regime those features of the old which could
not peacefiiHy live with the new for long. - The moral
is : Think twice about having a revolution, but if you
are going to have one at all, see that it is adequate to
the occasion.
Decency, enlightenment and political foresight
among the leaders of the allied Powers could have
helped in the establishment of a new Germany which
could have been an almost certain guarantee of the
peace and friendship of the nations of Europe, although
we must not make the mistake of thinking that the
Treaty of Versailles was entirely responsible for the
triumph of Hitler. The German Government had
imposed upon Russia severe terms in the Treaty of
Brest-Litovsk, so that the reactionaries of Germany
had nothing to shout about. But Toni Sender, of the
international Socialists, who had kept the faith during
the war, had every right to utter on December i,
1918, words which to-day sound tragically prophetic :
" The heavy burden that will follow the war can be
borne only by a society that has changed the entire
structure of the state. The inexorable Armistice con-*
ditions are to be attributed not to the revolution but
to the unfortunate Treaty of Brest-Litovsk dictated
by the regime of the Kaiser. But the other side, those
who are now putting their feet on a defeated nation's
neck, should not forget that a certain kind of victory
may imply defeat in the future."
Over some years, splendid social work was done by
parliamentary and municipal institutions in Germany,
particularly perhaps by the local authorities. But the
evil influences continued their evil work. The central
Government tended to become less republican in